
Reading at Laira Green Primary

At Laira Green Primary, we know that more than any other subject, English allows children to
access the wider curriculum in a deep and meaningful way. Fluency in the English language
is essential for all of our children, and our intent is for every child to become a confident
reader throughout their time with us. In addition, we will foster within our children a love of
reading and an excitement about books, to build a lifetime of learning and reading for
pleasure.

Reading happens multiple times across each day at Laira Green Primary. Our “Drop
Everything and Read” sessions occur in every classroom at least once a day, and may
include children reading independently, reading 1:1 with an adult, sharing and discussing a
book together, or simply enjoying listening to a teacher reading the next instalment of a
story.

In Reception, children are immersed in stories through daily storytelling sessions, used as a
stimulus to develop language and vocabulary skills. From Year 1 to Year 6, children share
books together from a large bank of fiction texts, progressing from picture books and short
stories through to complex novels as the children develop their reading skills and
understanding. Teachers use these books as a foundation for guided reading, modelling skills
such as inference and exploring new vocabulary through a whole-class approach.

Each classroom has its own class library, stocked with a variety of books carefully selected
by the class teacher to engage and inspire the individuals within the class, alongside a
variety of non-fiction texts related to the current learning. Our whole-school library is a highly
valued space which all children visit regularly, maintained by dedicated staff and supported
by the School’s Library Service to provide a regularly updated selection of books for our
children. In addition, a weekly “Book Club” session allows children to explore a wide variety
of books, both fiction and non-fiction, in a carefully structured environment that helps them
to expand their reading experience and have confidence in sharing and discovering
together.

When children join us in Reception and KS1, they follow the Little Wandle phonics
programme (DfE validated), learning systematic synthetic phonics alongside reading
decodable books matched to their phonic ability. These decodable books are enjoyed
both in school and at home, and read multiple times to build fluency, expression and
understanding. All adults model applying the alphabetic code both within and beyond
phonics lessons, and across the curriculum, to support pupils in quickly grasping the
fundamental phonic understanding needed in order to become a fluent reader.



Children with a secure grasp of GPCs and able to read independently progress to the
Accelerated Reader program, an online system which assesses children’s reading level and
then suggests a range of books to match each child’s reading age and interests. Pupils are
encouraged to read independently and experience success as they quiz on each book
they complete, earning points and certificates as they continue to read new books.

At Laira Green Primary, we expect our readers to:
● Choose to read independently, for pleasure
● Read fluently, confidently and with passion
● Recommend books they have read to others
● Reflect critically on books to evaluate their own enjoyment
● Make connections between different books they have read
● Share a love of reading with others around them

Writing at Laira Green Primary

At Laira Green Primary, we strive to foster a love of writing in every child. We want all
children within our care to develop the skills of an excellent writer, with their own ‘author’s
voice’. We support children to write fluently, drawing on an ever-expanding bank of
vocabulary, and altering their style of writing to suit the purpose and audience. By the time
they move on to secondary school, we intend for our children to have the confidence and
skills to demonstrate high-quality writing that is well presented, effectively structured, and has
been independently edited and improved to showcase the best of their ability.

In Reception and year 1, children are taught to write individual letters following their phonics
learning, and then phonetically plausible words in short sentences. As children’s fine motor
skills develop, towards the end of year 2 children are taught to begin joining letters, so that in
KS2 they are able to write fluently, joining all letters in full cursive handwriting. Regular
handwriting lessons help children to learn and practise this formation, and high standards of



presentation are expected in all books across the curriculum to support children’s pride and
consistency.

From Y1-Y6, teachers plan writing units using the Babcock ‘BookWrites’ resources, which
teach writing through using high-quality fiction, non fiction and poetry texts. Children have
many opportunities to write across the curriculum, and are taught and expected to uphold
the same high standards of writing regardless of the subject. Throughout each year, children
will write for a range of purposes and produce work demonstrating different text types, and
as they progress through the school will further their writing skills and understanding of
increasingly complex grammar. New grammar concepts are taught explicitly through the
‘BookWrites’ units, giving children immediate opportunities to apply their new knowledge in
independent writing. In addition, daily retrieval practice from Y2 upwards enables pupils to
regularly freshen their knowledge and understanding of a wide variety of grammar and
punctuation terms.

In Reception and KS1, spelling is taught as part of the Little Wandle phonics programme,
continually helping pupils to improve their understanding of grapheme-phoneme
correspondence. In KS2, teachers use “Spelling Shed” resources to further develop children’s
spelling skills - focussing on a specific set of words each week, and teaching children to
identify new patterns and become skilled at applying their knowledge to new words.

At Laira Green Primary, we expect our writers to:
● Think carefully about the audience and purpose of each piece of writing
● Take inspiration from what they have read to use in their own writing
● Plan work carefully, to include suitable key features
● Use high-level and sophisticated vocabulary
● Edit and improve their writing independently to make it their best possible work
● Take pride in the presentation of all their writing


