Bienvenue a Laira Green Primary School

At Laira Green Primary School, our French curriculum intends to open pupils’ minds and open doors of
opportunity. Children are inspired to have a positive curiosity about foreign languages which sets them on
the path to become life-long language learners. We are committed to ensuring that competence in
another language enables children to develop a deeper understanding of other cultures and the world
around them with a better awareness of self, others and cultural differences. French has been chosen as the
key language for the children to experience, based on links to our main feeder school in KS3, our proximity
to France and our partner school in Brittany. The teaching of French in KS2 provides an appropriate balance
of spoken and written French and lays the foundations for further foreign language teaching at KS3.

The aims of our French curriculum are to develop learners who:

e Develop linguistic and communicative competence.

e Extend knowledge of how language works.

e Discover more about other cultures, traditions and peoples.

e Are investigative linguists, looking for cognates and words that they can link to their English
vocabulary, giving them ownership of their own learning and fostering a curiosity for foreign
languages and the history of how European languages have evolved.

e Can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using grammatical structures that
they have learnt.

e Become resilient, independent learners who enjoy language learning and acquire language
learning skills and strategies that allow them to succeed, including what to do when faced with
unfamiliar language, memorisation and refrieval.

At Key Stage 2, our French curriculum is based around a progression of skills taught regularly through weekly
interactive lessons. We follow the Language Angels French scheme of work, which is aligned to the National
Curriculum languages programmes of study document 2014. Children progressively acquire, use and apply
a growing bank of vocabulary, language skills and grammatical knowledge organised around
age-appropriate topics and themes - building blocks of language into more complex, fluent and authentic
language. Children start their learning journey in early language units and progress through to intermediate,
then into progressive language units. As pupils progress through lessons in a unit, they build their knowledge
and develop the complexity of the language they use. Children are taught how to listen and read longer
pieces of text gradually and have ample opportunities to speak, listen to, read and write French. Children
build on previous knowledge as lessons continue to revise and consolidate previously learnt language whilst
building on all four language skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing. Knowledge and awareness of
required and appropriate grammar concepts is taught throughout all units at all levels of challenge.

The three pillars of language learning which are weaved into the four key language learning skills are:
Phonics:

The teaching of phonics allows children to decode, pronounce and speak confidently and with accuracy.
Phonemes are taught explicitly in a lesson and then revisited multiple tfimes through lessons, songs and
interactive games. They will also be seen and heard implicitly. There are four sequential and progressive



phonics lessons incorporated into the long-term planning. These four lessons build up pupils’ phonetic
knowledge, moving from the phoneme on its own, to seeing it in high frequency words and then finally
incorporated in context in a longer piece of text. Each year group has a particular group of phonemes to
focus on.

Vocabulary:

Essential vocabulary to be covered by the end of primary phase is summarised on a ‘Core Vocabulary Mat’.
This is the minimum, most useful age-appropriate, non-negotiable language that is taught before leaving
the primary phase. Beyond this, there is a ‘Unit Glossary' and ‘Picture Vocabulary Sheet’ that contains all of
the core language vocabulary in the unit. Each unit recaps and consolidates the core vocabulary and then
adds on more language so that pupils gradually expand their range of language helping them to
understand more and start to say and write more vocabulary.

Grammar:
Grammar is weaved into every unit across all three teaching types. It is infroduced both implicitly and
explicitly. Implicitly in the early learning units then moving towards a more explicit approach in intermediate
and then progressive units. Once infroduced, any grammar is constantly revisited and recycled in the units
that follow.

The opportunity to assess pupil learning and progression in the key language skills (speaking, listening,
reading and writing) and against the 12 DfE Languages Programme of Study for Key Stage 2 attainment
targets is provided at the end of each é6-week teaching unit. Pupil learning and progression is assessed at
regular intervals throughout the year.

During their time at Laira Green Primary, our aim is that our children will develop a love of language learning
that prepares them with the skills, experience and confidence they need for a happy and successful future.






