Geography Curriculum Statement

Through our geography offer at Laira Green Primary, children are equipped with the knowledge they
need in pursuit of seeking order and meaning and to make sense of the world’'s complexity and
diversity. The disciplinary, procedural and substantive knowledge and skills that are learnt throughout
every child’s journey from Early Years through to Year Six, builds on prior learning and sets them up to
transfer to secondary school as confident and inspired geographers with a keen sense of what it
really means to be a geographer and the ambition and appetite to question every aspect of the
world around them.

Through bi-termly distinct geography topics, the geographical content is broken down info
component parts that pupils can first comprehend in their own right, before combining different
components to gain a fuller conceptual appreciation. All pupils will gain knowledge about location,
about human, physical and environmental geography and about place.

Fieldwork plays a crucial part in learning to be a geographer and as such, is planned as a
progression from Reception Class through to the end of Key Stage Two. Trips are carefully planned to
enable pupils to conduct geographical fieldwork first hand - and experience being a ‘readl
geographer’ - both in our immediate locality and further afield. Pupils learn how to collect, present
and analyse data, and how to reach and evaluate conclusions based on this data. Data collected
includes first hand surveys, measurements and observations.

Lesson structures are built around ensuring regular recall knowledge unfil they are fluent in it and
then, later in the lesson, applying this knowledge in a new context. Opportunities for the children to
make connections within and between lessons and topics, as well as having opportunities to apply
what they have been taught, is carefully planned into every topic.

Our children’s geography journey begins in Reception Class with plotting treasure maps in order to
begin to make sense of the world around them. They then continue on to learn about Kenya and
compare it to Britain: focusing on human, physical (including weather) and environmental aspects of
both countries.

Pupils build upon these early concepts in KS1, to deepen knowledge and skills. For example, in our
‘Marvellous Mapping' topic, pupils deepen their understanding of mapping through exploring a
variety of locations - both in and out of school - in order to improve their sense of scale and direction.
This progresses through to Year Six where children will learn to use six point grid references on
Ordinance Survey maps.

Throughout their time at Laira Green Primary, pupils will explore our local area - Plymouth - through a
variety of different lenses. For example, in Year Four learning about reasons for human migration to
Plymouth, in Year Five exploring our local biome and studying ecosystems and in Year Six finding out
about how our local population varies and how globalisation has impacted Plymouth - all of these
with carefully planned fieldwork trips attached which build on prior learning in order to develop these
essential geographical skills.



Our curriculum incorporates and respects both the natural sciences and social sciences and the
interplay between them. For example, in our Year Three topic ‘Mountains, Volcanoes and
Earthquakes’, children learn about the mechanics of these awe-inspiring events while contemplating
the impact this has on those around them and why people might choose to live in these potentially
dangerous locations.

All our topics have been carefully planned to interplay, including our Year Four topic, ‘Human
Migration’ in which children learn about why communities develop around areas of rich natural
resources, and the push/pull factors which cause informal settlements to develop. This topic is
preceded by the Year Three topic, ‘Scrutinising Settlements’ in which the building blocks are laid
through learning about settlement types including human and physical features. The ‘Our Earth - Our
Sustainer’ topic feeds into the Year Five topic on ‘Energy and Sustainability’, by supporting pupils’
understanding of where energy comes from and how greater sustainability can be achieved. The
Year Six topics on ‘Population’ and ‘Globalisation’ draw on themes that have been explored
throughout KS2, such as population density and the import/export of materials, therefore pupils are
able to approach these complex topics with great depth and breadth of knowledge.

At Laira Green, through our geographical learning, we create inspired geographers who know what
it means to be a ‘real geographer’, have acquired the necessary language to communicate their
understanding, have the fieldwork skills to enable them to seek order and meaning of the world
around them, and have the confidence to contfinue to question the world's complexity and diversity.




