
History Curriculum Statement
At Laira Green Primary, it is our intent to enable our children to gain a secure, chronological
knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and also that of the wider world through the
teaching of a knowledge-rich, coherently sequenced curriculum. They will gain an
understanding into the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change and the diversity
of societies. We aim to ignite curiosity and create opportunities for our pupils to ask
questions and become increasingly critical and analytical thinkers as they learn through
Historical enquiry, enabling them to form their own opinions and interpretation of the past.
The pupils will learn to differentiate between source types and to explain how interpretations
in History may differ. We provide opportunities to encounter and apply knowledge of key
substantive and disciplinary concepts and skills in different contexts across their primary
years, discovering links and connections to the History they learn and drawing similarities and
differences between time frames.

Children in our Reception classes begin to learn the concept of history as they develop an
awareness of past events in their own lives. In Term 1 during their ‘Marvellous Me’ topic, they
remember special events such as their birthdays and other family events. In Term 4 as part of
their ‘Dinosaur Detectives’ topic, they learn about significant figures in history such as Mary
Anning and handle fossils from long ago. Throughout Term 6, children are introduced to the
concept of a timeline as they look closely at how things change over time including plants,
animals and the chronology of their own lives when they look closely at how they have
changed since they were born. Children are introduced to a range of stories which promote
discussions such as how clothes and toys have changed over time.

The History curriculum in Key Stages One and Two aims to give pupils a solid foundation and
broad overview in some of the most important periods, events and themes in local, national
and world history. The curriculum gives pupils a strong grounding in British history and in Key
Stage 2, is taught chronologically from the first settlements through Roman Britain, the
Vikings, Anglo-Saxons, the medieval period and up to the Industrial Revolution and touching
on Britain during the two World Wars. Each topic includes learning about relevant local
history and events that link to the period of study.

In Year 3, children study The Stone Age, followed by The Shang Dynasty and finally The
Ancient Greeks. In Year 4, children develop their knowledge of Roman Britain before
studying the Anglo-Saxons and in term 6, the Vikings. In Year 5, the Medieval Monarchs unit
gives pupils an overview of the history of the British monarchy , introducing concepts of
legacy and democracy. The unit on the Benin Kingdom gives an insight into a successful
African civilisation and the children finish with a unit on the Local Area, uncovering the
origins of Plymouth, its importance in Tudor times and the Mayflower Voyage to America.



Finally, in Year 6, the children study modern history, from the Industrial Revolution, to the Civil
Rights movement in the 1950s to the present day, finishing with a study of Twentieth Century
conflict, demonstrating the importance of past events in shaping the world of today.

At Laira Green Primary, the history curriculum is deliberately ambitious, enabling pupils to be
confident historians able to talk about what they have learnt in history using subject specific
vocabulary. Pupils are taught the substantive content which defines each period. This
knowledge is carefully planned and regularly revisited, using weekly retrieval tasks. However,
it is not only substantive knowledge that is taught. The disciplinary skills of history, such as
source analysis, interpretation, perspective, continuity and change are all explicitly taught
and practised too. The firm foundation of factual and disciplinary knowledge will create a
smooth transition to their next stage of their education.
The history curriculum encourages pupils to be enthusiastic and passionate history learners,
who have a sense of curiosity of the world, its history and people of the past.

A Historian from Laira Green Primary School will:

● Be a critical and analytical thinker.
● Possess a secure understanding of the chronology of the British Isles and other

important periods of History.
● Make links and connections to the History they learn and the wider community and

locality.
● Further their knowledge and explanations of change and continuity over time with

regards to the history of the British Isles and other societies and epochs.
● Differentiate between source types and explain how interpretations in History may

differ.
● Have the ability to think, reflect, debate, discuss and evaluate the past by formulating

and refining questions and lines of enquiry
● Draw on similarities and differences within given time frames and across previously

taught History.
● Enquire into Historical themed questions and form their own opinions and

interpretation of the past.


