Music Curriculum Statement

At Laira Green Primary, children are encouraged to grow in their love and appreciation of
music as they develop their knowledge and skills through a wide range of musical
opportunities. We provide children with frequent opportunities to learn music with a
high-quality, broad and balanced curriculum that encourages children to grow in
confidence and self-esteem as they develop their musical interests and talents. Our music
curriculum intends to inspire creativity and ensures that children actively take part in practical
music-making and active participation in every lesson.

The aims of our music curriculum are to develop pupils who:
e Sing and use their voices individually and in a group
Create and compose music on their own and with others
Use technology appropriately when music-making, including when composing
Have opportunities to learn and play musical instruments
Listen to, review and evaluate the work of great composers and musicians from a range
of historical periods, genres, styles and fraditions
Enjoy and appreciate a variety of musical styles
e Use and understand musical language and include musical features in their own work
e Have opportunities to take part in performances to a range of audiences

At Laira Green Primary, we use Charanga as our scheme of work for music. The scheme
follows a spiral approach to musical learning, with children revisiting, building and extending
their knowledge and skills incrementally. In this manner, their learning is consolidated and
augmented, increasing musical confidence and enabling them to go further.

In addition to these lessons, every child in Year 4 learns to play a musical instrument such as
the steel drums through our participation in ‘First Access’ provided by Plymouth Music
Education Hub. This gives children an excellent opportunity to experience learning to play an
instrument in a group setting. It also sparks a depth of enjoyment in playing as an ensemble
and further develops a sense of community within the class.

At Laira Green Primary, we have weekly singing assemblies in both key stages where children
learn how to explore their voices, pitch notes correctly and sing as a group together. This
provides all children with a repertoire of songs of all genres and fraditions that the whole
school knows, which further builds on a sense of community, identity and belonging for the
children.

Each child from Reception to Year 6 takes part in performances during the school year. For
example, children will perform to their families when celebrating different occasions, such as
at our annual Christmas Concert. This gives them the opportunity to embed the music skills
they have learnt as well as giving them a sense of purpose and a reason to take pride in their
musicality.



Children in Reception develop knowledge of sound, songs, music and instruments right from
the start of their journey at Laira Green Primary. They have confinual access to musical
instruments where they can explore and distinguish the different sounds that musical
instruments make and how they can be played differently to create a new sound or
dynamic. They use songs, music and dance as a way of expressing themselves freely during
their independent learning time but equally teachers use music throughout the curriculum.
For example, the use of musical instruments in Maths lessons supports children’s understanding
of pattern, in Term 4 children learn dance as part of their P.E. lessons and in Term 5, as part of
their ‘African Adventure' topic children listen to and recreate African music.

We provide a number of music-focused extra-curricular clubs, including a ukulele band, a
singing and movement club and a KS2 choir. Our school choir is well-attended by our
children and sees involvement in many city-wide projects. Children also have the opportunity
to extend their musical experiences through private instrumental tuition. We offer instrumental
instruction from highly-skilled peripatetic teachers in classical guitar, keyboard, violin and
drums.

The facilities at Laira Green Primary also provide learning opportunities through music
technology. We have a well-equipped recording studio that has been used to record
children’s original compositions, allowing them to evaluate and analyse their creations. We
are able to use this resource to create CDs that celebrate the music at Laira Green Primary,
which we have shared with our local community.
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