R.E. Curriculum Statement

At Laira Green Primary School we celebrate diversity. We are committed to preparing our
children to thrive in a multicultural world which is rich in faiths and beliefs; when children
leave our school we expect them to have a secure knowledge and empathy for people of
any faith or worldview. We promote the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of
our pupils so that they can make sense of religious and non-religious beliefs, understand the
impact of these beliefs and make connections between them.

We follow the new Plymouth Agreed Syllabus (2019-24), which enables pupils to gain a
coherent understanding of religions and world views, preparing them for life in twenty-first
century Britain. This agreed syllabus requires that all pupils develop understanding of
Christianity in each key stage. In addition, across the age range, pupils will develop
understanding of several of the other principal religions represented in the UK, namely Islam,
Hinduism and Judaism. Furthermore, children from families where non-religious worldviews
are held are represented in almost all of our classrooms. These worldviews, including for
example Humanism, will also be the focus for study in thematic units.

The following RE purpose statements underpin the syllabus, which is constructed as a spiral
curriculum to support pupils and teachers in fulfilling them:

e Religious education contributes dynamically to children and young people’s
education in schools by provoking challenging questions about meaning and purpose
in life, beliefs about God, ultimate reality, issues of right and wrong and what it means
to be human.

e In RE, pupils learn about religions and beliefs in local, national and global contexts, to
discover, explore and consider different answers to these questions.

e Pupils learn to weigh up the value of wisdom from different sources, to develop and
express their insights in response and to agree or disagree respectfully.

e Teaching therefore should equip pupils with systematic knowledge and understanding
of a range of religions and beliefs, enabling them to develop their ideas, values and
identities.

e RE should develop in pupils an aptitude for dialogue so that they can participate
positively in our society, with its diverse religions and beliefs.

e Pupils should gain and deploy the skills needed to understand, interpret and evaluate
texts, sources of wisdom and authority and other evidence. They should learn to
articulate clearly and coherently their personal beliefs, ideas, values and experiences
while respecting the right of others to differ. The purpose of RE is captured in the
principal aim, which is intended to be a shorthand version for day-to-day use. It should
be considered as a doorway into the wider purpose articulated above.

e The principal aim of religious education is to explore what people believe and what
difference this makes to how they live, so that pupils can gain the knowledge,
understanding and skills needed to handle questions raised by religion and belief,
reflecting on their own ideas and ways of living.

The threefold aim of RE elaborates the principal aim. Our curriculum for RE aims to ensure
that all pupils: make sense of a range of religious and non-religious beliefs; understand the



impact and significance of religious and non-religious beliefs and make connections
between religious and non-religious beliefs, concepts, practices and ideas studied.

Children in our Reception classes are prepared for future R.E. learning throughout their
everyday curriculum. As they learn alongside each other, they learn tolerance, kindness and
sensitivity. Children are always encouraged to ask questions, articulate their ideas and listen
to others’ opinions and beliefs in a respectful manner. For example, in Term 1 during their
‘Marvellous Me' topic, children discuss their families and special events in their lives; they
share how they celebrate events and begin to understand that there are differences
between the way in which families live. They look at what makes them unique and what
makes their friends just as unique. In Term 5, during their ‘African Adventure’ topic, they learn
about the lives of people in Kenya and make comparisons to their own lives and way of
living. Through carefully planned DEAR sessions and SMSC Assemblies children learn that
different communities have different ideas, values and identities. Stories are shared during
DEAR sessions to infroduce children to the underlying themes of different religions.
Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism, Sikhism and Buddhism

This is supported in KS1, where the children develop their understanding of Christianity,
Judaism and Islam. This is further developed and extended in KS2, with the addifion of
Hinduism and other non-religious world views such as Humanism. The curriculum is well
sequenced to ensure that pupils learn the knowledge they need for later topics.

Pupils study certain areas of the RE curriculum in depth and acquire a range of detailed
knowledge of different concepts and ideas, which they remember long term. Drawing on
this prior knowledge enables the children to consider more complex ideas about religion.

To support our teaching of RE we: use artefacts, music and drama; visit local places of
worship and receive visitors from different faith communities (through the PCFCD); recognise
and commemorate special events such as Remembrance Day, HMD, Diwali and Ramadan;
take part in RE competitions (Spiritual Art/Spiritual Poetry); hold an annual RE day and
encourage philosophical questioning and reflection.

At Laira Green Primary, our children have an understanding and acceptance of, and
respect for, different religions and non-religious world views, they value different cultures and
beliefs, and are individuals who are curious about the world around them. The children are
able to think, talk and ask questions about a range of religious (and non-religious) beliefs,
making connections and comparisons and can give examples of how stories from different
religions show what people believe. Through the units studied, our children are equipped to
recognise how people's actions and choices are influenced by their religious (and
non-religious) beliefs and they are confident to debate and challenge a wide range of
ideas, reflecting on their learning and on personal experience.

In accordance with the Religious education in English schools: non-statutory guidance 2010 parents
have the right to withdraw their child from RE. If you would like to withdraw your child, please
contact the headteacher.



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7adb3ce5274a34770e7953/DCSF-00114-2010.pdf

