
April 2024 

Dear Parent/Carers,
Welcome to April’s newsletter. Even though we have only been back to  
school for a couple of weeks, the children have made us extremely
proud with how they have settled so beautifully back into their
learning. Children in Year 6 have made us especially proud as they
have continued to prepare themselves for their Statutory Assessment
Tests which will be held during the week beginning 13th May. The
children have worked incredibly hard and we know that they will do
their best and get the results that they deserve. 
It was fabulous to have a group of children take part in the Schools’
Challenge on Plymouth Hoe last weekend. Thank you very much to
anyone who came to support them and to Mr Gotham for training
them over the last 12 weeks in school.
Reception’s visit to Paignton Zoo, was enjoyed by all and it was
wonderful to hear so many compliments from members of the public
and Zoo staff about their brilliant behaviour. Year 5 and 6's visit to the
Theatre Royal Plymouth to see the Welsh National Opera’s School
Concert was an incredible experience for our children. In Year 2, the
children completed their road safety course and have now begun a
course of creative dance sessions with Plymouth Dance. Being able to
offer them opportunities beyond the National Curriculum is something
very important to me as the benefits to their personal development are
immeasurable.
We are also really pleased with the results of our school makeover that
happened during the Easter break. The corridors upstairs and down,
are looking clean and fresh. The children have commented on the
improved look and have been careful to take care of our environment
which is one of our five school rules. 
On the following page, you will see dates of the events coming up in
May. Please check this carefully as it includes class assemblies for Years
three and five.
Best wishes
Mrs Claire Jones
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Wednesday 1st May- Banardo’s delivering Peep Training for
families with children starting school

Thursday 2nd May- Polling Day. Wraparound Care will be in
the main school

Thursday 2nd May- Year 2 to take part in ‘The Big Sing’
Monday 6th May- Bank Holiday- School Closed

Tuesday 7th May-Friday 10th May- Year 1 Balanceability
sessions

Tuesday 7th May- Friday 10th May- Year 5 Bikeability
sessions

Wednesday 8th May- Banardo’s delivering Peep Training for
families with children starting school

Thursday 9th May - On Course South West)to run Online
Safety Course for parents

Friday 10th May- 5CL Class Assembly 9:15-9:45 am
Friday 10th May- Year 4 to take part in a Vikings workshop 
 Friday 10th May- Year 3 to take part in an  Ancient Greece

workshop
Monday 13th May- Thursday 23rd May SATs week for Year 6

Friday 17th May- 5LG Class Assembly 9:15-9:45 am
Friday 17th May- Year 6 post SATs trip to Jump

Tuesday 21st May- Coffee & Chat- all things sleep- 2:15-
2:45pm

Wednesday 22nd May- Banardo’s delivering Peep Training
for families with children starting school

Thursday 23rd May - On Course South West)to run Online
Safety Course for parents

Friday 24th May- 3RM Class Assembly 9:15-9:45 am
Friday 24th May- Last day of Term 5

Dates for your Diary



Class updates
The Reception children have had a great start to Term 5! They have been thoroughly enjoying their
‘African Adventure’ topic, where they have been learning about Africa and the people and animals that
live there! They have also developed their knowledge of Kenya, what it is like to live there, and created
some incredible Kenyan flags! The children had a wonderful school trip to Paighton Zoo, where they
were able to broaden their knowledge of animals. The children were fantastic role models for our
school, and we were extremely proud of each and every one of them. In Phonics, children are learning
to read words containing adjacent consonants (words with two or more consonants next to each other).
They have also been applying their Phonics well with their writing. During Maths, Reception have been
developing an understanding of pattern, where they have been continuing and copying a simple
pattern, creating simple patterns and spotting an error in a pattern. We have focused on Gymnastics
this term during our PE session, which has been fantastic! The children have been developing in
confidence and displaying an excellent attitude in their learning. Well done, Reception!

5LG have had a great start to our Summer
term! We have been really enjoying our English
writing unit based around the novel 'Kensuke's
Kingdom', and have been amazed by the
adventures that happened to Michael when he
was only 11 years old! We are looking forward
to describing our own fictional adventures as
we practise and improve our writing! In
Science, we have been learning all about how
human bodies grow and develop, and have
asked scientific questions about embryos and
gestation, as well as comparing the life cycles
of different mammals. We have been excited
to learn about different American artists during
our Art lessons, and have shown determination
and focus in trying to replicate the skills of
different artists in both portraits and
landscapes so far! We have welcomed some
more new classmates which is a real joy, and
we have enjoyed getting to know more about
each other and ourselves during PSHE,
including understanding our own self-image
and comparing it to how others see us, and
exploring ways that we can improve our self-
esteem. 

In 4JL we have been really embracing the sunny
weather with our Outdoor and Adventurous Activities
for PE. It has been so refreshing to get the children
outside and exploring, using map skills and enjoying
some tactical strategy games. The children have been
working so well as a team in PE and it has been great
to embed this within the classroom. One of our
favourite words from our PE vocabulary this term has
been 'integrity' which we have used throughout our
day. Art has been really interesting and the children
have had lots of fun exploring different techniques with
the oil pastels. The work of Carl Warner has been a
great topic of discussion and the children relished
looking at some of his photography 'foodscapes'. We
are continuing to put lots of effort into learning our
times tables and we would love it if children could
continue to put in a big push at home on Times Tables
Rockstars. Well done 4JL, let's keep working as a team! 



Class updates
5CL have returned from the Easter holidays really positively and have enjoyed finding out about all of the
new topics. In particular, we have started a new local history study and we thoroughly enjoyed learning
about our locality. So far, we have discovered more about the origins of Plymouth and how it was once 3
small towns. The amount of questions we had during this lesson was testament to how excited they are by
this new History topic! During P.E. lessons this half term, we have started learning how to play golf and we
have already learnt two different types of short distance shots - the putt and the chip. We particularly
enjoyed chipping as we were aiming to lift the (plastic) golf ball up into the air so our partner could catch
it. As always in 5CL, Computing is always a favourite lesson! We have started this half term by looking at
using selection in computer programming and using Scratch to further our programming skills. We have
learnt how to write and use conditional statements to make our Sprite move when a condition has been
met. And finally, we have recently started a new unit in Maths which is all about statistics and although we
found line graphs tricky to draw, we tried our best and have made excellent progress. As the week has
gone on, 5CL have felt more confident within this area of Maths and have enjoyed challenging themselves
to work independently. 

Year 1 have had an amazing start to Term 5! The
children have worked incredibly hard in Phonics,
learning alternative sounds, reading longer words and
using expression to make the text more exciting. In
Maths, they have been learning about fractions,
finding a half and a quarter of shapes and amounts. In
computing, we are learning to log on to the chrome
books and enter text into a document. In History, the
children have learnt about the ancient Olympics and
the significant sports star - Jesse Owens. In PE, they are
focussed on ball skills; controlling, dribbling and
moving with the ball. We are very proud of the hard
work and determination of the children. Keep it up
Year 1! 
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Class 3RM have enjoyed the start of a busy
Term 5. We have jumped straight into our rocks
and fossils topic in Science and we are already
becoming confident rock detectives! The
children are putting lots of effort into using the
correct scientific vocabulary when they
describe the properties of different rocks. In our
English lessons, we have been immersed in the
world of fairy tales. We are mainly focussing on
'Tom Thumb' and are looking forward to writing
our own story endings. In Maths, we have been
continuing our learning on fractions and have
learned to find fractions of amounts and
objects. Our Art lessons this term are all about
insects. The children have created some
stunning observational sketches - they
impressed themselves with what they were
capable of! We are really looking forward to
sharing our wonderful learning in our class
assembly at the end of May.



Class updates
Class 2MT have returned to school following the Easter break with a fantastic attitude to learning. In
English, we have been learning how to write a new story based on the pattern of a text inspired by the
book ‘The Dragon Machine’ by Helen Ward and Wayne Anderson. In Maths, we have been learning about
fractions and in Science, we have been learning about plants and what they need to grow and thrive. Our
PE lessons this term are focussed on target games and we are already developing our throwing skills using
underarm and overarm for a precise aim. We are extremely excited to be having extra PE lessons every
Friday with Plymouth Dance, the children are really enjoying this and have fully participated in the sessions
with determination and pride. In History, we are learning about WW11 and were excited to hear an air raid
siren go off in our classroom- we imagined what it would have felt like for children during the war to have
heard this every day. This month we also completed our Road Safety course and are now able to recite
the rules for crossing the road along with an understanding of how to be a safe pedestrian. Well done Year
2 on a fabulous start to Term 5. 

4PN have had a wonderful start to the summer term - they came
back after Easter full of energy and ready to learn. We have begun
to study the Vikings in History and have really enjoyed reading our
non-fiction books from the library and asking our own questions
about what life was like so long ago. We have started a PE unit on
outdoor and adventurous activities. We played fox and rabbits and
talked about the strategies the foxes needed to catch all the rabbits
- including working as a team. We also had to follow some maps
using coloured domes and instructions - we had to really
concentrate! Our artwork is all based around fruits and vegetables.
The most popular lesson so far involved using an app called
Procreate on the ipads which enables the children to select pens
and effects and draw on the screen - our red peppers were truly
amazing and all so different. The children in 4PN are super readers
and have been choosing their books from the library, quizzing and
reading at home - so many raffle tickets are already in the box!

Class 3JR have returned from their Easter holidays
with a super attitude to learning and have immersed
themselves straight away into our new units of work.
In English, the children have enjoyed reading a
collection of Grimms' Fairy Tales. They particularly
loved the imagery, created adverbials and verb
choices. We are preparing to tell stories to some of
our younger children once we have finished writing.
In PE, we are preparing for the Summer by learning
tennis. We have started to enjoy taking part in rallies
and to strike the ball with control. History has been
really interesting learning about how Ancient Greek
democracy was very different to our own. Our
computing lessons have been fantastic. We made flip
book animation and used imotion, a free app, to
create our own short animations. We will be planning
a long version for next month.  



Class updates
The children in Year Six are certainly doing us proud!  They
continue to work so hard towards their SATs and are showing a
huge growth in understanding and confidence. We are very
proud of each and every one of them. We were lucky enough to
attend Plymouth Theatre Royal to watch the Welsh National
Opera Schools Concert and what a wonderful experience it was!
The music made us feel a range of emotions and filled the
auditorium.  Our children were very well behaved and it was a
super trip to be a part of.  Within Geography, we have used our
field skills to take a survey and will be using this in the coming
weeks to create graphs and analyse the data.  PSHE sees us
learning more about relationships.  So far, we have thought
about what makes a good friend and knowing what mental
health is and what to do when our mental health is declining. In
PE, we are learning the skills and rules of tag rugby.  We have
learnt the offside rule and have been practising passing the ball
backwards whilst running.

Following the Easter break, our School
Councillors have been busy working on our

campaign to improve road safety for children,
parents and residents in our whole community.  
In our meetings we have been brainstorming

ideas and have thought of possible proposals for
Plymouth City Council.  We have been
monitoring the amount of traffic that is

generated at peak times and will share this
information with the Council and our local MP,
Luke Pollard.  Over the coming weeks we will

devise and send out a questionnaire to gain the
views of the whole community.  We are very
excited about this campaign and hope our

voice is heard! 
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Please remember that if yourchild is absent from school,you must call the office toreport their absence. It is alegal requirement that werecord a reason for all
absences.

Please remember that if your

child no longer wants to

attend their extra-curricular

club (or wants to join one),

you must speak to the office  

so that the waiting list and

register can be updated. 



Goodbye to Mrs Stevenson

Lola can’t believe her luck – the rabbit she’s rescued is actually a fairy in
disguise. Now she has her very own fairy! There’s just one problem. Larch,
the rebellious fairy she’s rescued, is convinced that Lola is her human…
But while Larch and Lola discuss the merits of snail slime for breakfast and
try to decide who should be in charge, there’s a bad fairy on the loose. Evil
Euphorbia Spurge wants magic, and Larch is full of it. Soon it’s a battle of
wits, wands and fairy wings as the new friends take on the wildest fairy in
the woods…
Beautifully illustrated throughout, Lola and Larch is a heart-warming, funny
celebration of friendship. It’s the perfect series for 7+ readers who like
fairies, magic, and very naughty rabbits!

For the past 32 years, Mrs Stevenson has been a very valued member of Laira
Green Primary School. She first began her career as a Mealtime Assistant before
taking on the role of Teaching Assistant. It would be impossible to calculate the
exact number of children  that she has supported in her time but needless to say, it
would be hundreds. Mrs Stevenson has decided that the time has come for her to
retire and whilst we will miss her very much, we wish her a very happy and well
deserved retirement. Mrs Stevenson will be with us until May half term- this means
her last working day will be Wednesday 22nd May. 

Benjamin Creek is an eleven-year-old boy who lives in Wyvern-on-the-Water
and can often be found sitting in the ‘Once Upon a Time’ bookshop
reading (non-fiction only). He doesn’t believe in magic and doesn’t like
fantasy stories, unlike his dad. He receives a mysterious parcel in the post
one day which contains a strange doll. His grandma tells him it’s a poppet,
a type of doll used for witchcraft, but of course, Benjamin isn’t remotely
interested in that, he prefers a scientific explanation for everything.
Meanwhile, in Wreathenwold, twins Edwid and Elizabella are surrounded by
magic. Edwid hears whispering coming from a crack in the wall and doesn’t
know whether to listen to the voice or not. Benjamin and Elizabella’s lives
collide when Benjamin accidentally finds his way into Wreathenwold and
can’t find his way out again.

Please remember to log

all reading on Boom
Reader. This helps us to

know what your child is

reading and when they

are ready to quiz or
change books.



Starting  the week beginning 6th May Mrs
Frost will be on hand for advice and support.



PARENTS ANDPARENTS AND

CARERSCARERS  

COFFEE & CHATCOFFEE & CHAT

DISCUSS ALLDISCUSS ALL

THINGS SLEEP!THINGS SLEEP!

Mrs Trembath, our Inclusion Leader, Mrs
Frost, our Parent Support Advisor and Mrs

Spencer, our Learning Mentor will be
hosting a session all about supporting

children with  sleep

Tuesday 21st
May

2:15pm-3:00pm

The Dell Centre





If you use our
Wraparound care,

you could be
eligible for support

with the cost.  

If you need any help
in understanding
your options, call

into the office and
we will be happy to

help.  








