
February 2025 

Dear Parents/Carers,
Despite February being a short month, it has been an incredibly busy and
exciting time at school!
Children’s Mental Health Week was a huge success, and we cannot thank
you enough for your generosity in helping us raise such a fantastic amount.
The children thoroughly enjoyed all the activities, and it was wonderful to
shine a spotlight on the importance of good mental health.
This month, our Reception children had an amazing day immersed in the
world of pirates, while Key Stage 2 classes enjoyed virtual author visits. Year 2
have started their Walkwise Child Pedestrian Training and took part in an oral
health workshop, and Year 1 had a fantastic trip to The Box. We’re delighted
to be offering even more trips this month, all completely free of charge.
Providing these opportunities is such an important part of bringing learning
to life and remains integral to our curriculum.
We are also incredibly proud to have launched our Community Food Hub in
partnership with Fair Share South West. This initiative helps us support our
community while also preventing food waste. Another exciting development
is our Community Bike Fleet—if you would like to borrow a bike for yourself or
the whole family, simply scan the QR code or follow the link in the poster
later in this newsletter.
Later this month, we are looking forward to celebrating World Book Day! If
you need a costume, we still have plenty available for you to borrow—just let
us know, and we’ll be happy to help.
We’re also gearing up for Comic Relief Day on 21st March. Our school
councillors have been working hard on the plans, so keep an eye out for
more details coming soon!
As always, thank you for your continued support. If you need any help,
support, or advice, please don’t hesitate to reach out. You can contact
teachers via the office email at laira.green.primary.school@plymouth.gov.uk.
For any queries regarding SEND support, please contact Mrs. Trembath at
inclusion@lairagreen.plymouth.sch.uk.

Best wishes
Mrs Claire Jones

BE KIND, BE DETERMINED, BE PROUD 
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Dates for your Diary

Monday 3rd March
Year 1 Open Top Bus Tour of Plymouth

Year 4 swimming lessons at Plymouth Life Centre all week
Wednesday 5th March

 5AW Geography trip to Efford Valley
Thursday 6th March

World Book Day- children invited to dress up as a book character
Year 2 take part in ‘Walkwise Child Pedestrian Training’

Friday 7th March
3CL to have Steel Pan Music Lessons delivered by the Music Hub

5MT Geography trip to Efford Valley
Monday 10th March

Year 4 swimming lessons at Plymouth Life Centre all week
Wednesday 12th March

Reception and Year 1 trip to  the cinema to watch 
‘Despicable Me 4’

SATs Information Event for parents/carers of Year 6 children 
(3:45pm in 6LG)

Thursday 13th March
Year 2 take part in pedestrian Walkwise Training

Friday 14th March
3CL to have Steel Pan Music Lessons delivered by the Music Hub

Monday 17th March
Easter Raffle Tickets go on Sale

Friday 21st March
Comic Relief Day- details to follow

Monday 24th March
The Big Walk and Wheel
Wednesday 26th March

Year 6 Geography Trip to Plymouth City Centre
Friday 28th March

RSC Mother’s Day Assembly
Treat Friday
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Additional Prices and Session times:
Early Years Breakfast Club         7:30am-8:30am                               £4.00
Morning  Session                       8:30am -11:30am                          £18.00
Lunchtime Session                      11:30am-12:15pm                           £3.00
Afternoon Session                       12:15pm-3:15pm                             £18.00  
Early Years Afterschool Club     3:15pm- 4:30pm                              £6.00
Early Years Afterschool Club     3:15pm- 6:00pm                              £12.00

Laira Green Preschool

Contact the school  for more information
01752 660427
laira.green.primary.school@plymouth.gov.uk

All children receive 15 hours free childcare. If you are a working
parent, you may be eligible to receive 30 hours free childcare. To
check, go to www.childcarechoices.gov.uk or contact the school.

Funded Session times:
Morning Session                            8:30am-11:30am                             
Afternoon Session                         12:15pm- 3:15pm                            



Class updates
Class RSC
What a great start to the Term for Class RSC! The children
have been excited to kick start their new topic, 'Dinosaur
Detectives'! The adventure began with a mysterious
discovery – when a pirate sent them a letter and left a
mysterious egg in our school hall! RSC, decided to care
for the dinosaur egg, creating a safe spot for it and
making signs to protect it. The children have loved
researching dinosaurs and uncovering fascinating facts.
They've also enjoyed stepping into the shoes of a
palaeontologist, just like Mary Anning, whilst learning
about fossils. As they continue to explore how fossils are
formed, they will also extend their knowledge by learning
about herbivores, carnivores and omnivores. In PE, RSC
are focusing on dance this term, learning to explore
movements and develop coordination whilst expressing
their ideas to music. During Phonics, the children are now
practising writing sentences, by embedding all of the
Phonics knowledge that they have learnt so far! What a
fantastic start to Term 4 – well done, Reception!

Class 1MM
In Year 1 this month the children completed their Ancient
Egyptian learning, learning about the importance of the
River Nile and the significance of Tutankhamen. We were
able to reinforce this knowledge on our trip to The Box last
week where we had the opportunity to observe artefacts
that were thousands of years old. In geography this week,
the children have started to think about the city of
Plymouth and their route they take to get to school,
including what they see along the way. In science, the
children have been investigating the different
classifications of animals and how we can identify them. In
art, we created LS Lowry inspired paintings which the
children have been very proud of. Finally in Phonics, the
children are continuing to learn many alternative
graphemes, and have been excited to ‘grow the code’. It
is wonderful to see them starting to use these in their
writing. Keep up the hard work Year 1! 

Class 4JL
4JL have made a good start with
their swimming lessons at the Life
Centre. The children have been so
brave and they have embraced
the opportunity - for some of them
this is a completely new skill! In Art,
the highlight of the term was our
Salvador Dali lesson in which the
children completed a self portrait
and then added their very own
'Dali' style moustache! Our new
book for our English lessons has
helped to produce some lovely
descriptive writing. The children
have been reading 'The most
wonderful thing in the world.' In
this unit, they have been
describing their very own most
'wonderful items'. 
We have been enjoying our links
with our French school, finding out
about their daily routine and how
it differs from ours. This term we
have been sending them videos
to show what we have in our
pencil cases and in our classroom.
We are excited to continue using
our heat maps and reducing the
time it takes for us to answer our
tricky multiplication questions. The
children are working SO hard to
make sure that they can improve
their scores! Well done 4JL, keep it
up! 



Class updates
Class 2RB
February has been another busy month in Year 2. We have really
enjoyed learning about multiplication and division in Maths with a
particular focus on our 2, 5 and 10 times tables. It has been so great to
see lots of children practising on TTRockstars at home too! In our English
lessons, we wrote a non-fiction information text about The Great Fire of
London; the children blew us away with their knowledge of this topic and
produced some fabulous writing. In PE, we really enjoyed our gymnastics
learning and absolutely loved using the apparatus to show balances
linked with movements. The children also loved our PSHE learning which
focused on working together as a team. The children worked in groups to
design their own bird for a 'dream garden' and showed excellent ideas,
creativity and teamwork in this task! As a class, we have been reading a
poetry book called 'Perfectly Peculiar Pets', which we have all found very
amusing, and it has led to some really great discussions. We have also
been really enjoying our newly decorated school library; the children
have loved spending time in here reading and choosing new books that
they are excited about. Another great month of learning Year 2, well
done!

Class 3CL
They are thoroughly enjoying their new geography topic and this
week, they have learned about the different layers of Earth. They
were fascinated to find out what is beneath our feet and also
enjoyed drawing the different layers of Earth using a
geographical diagram. In PE this half term, Year 3 have started a
dance unit and this week, they loved using jerky, sharp and
forceful movements to match their theme of machines! 3CL have
spent some time this week completing their Star Reading tests,
setting new ZPD ranges for their reading books. The adults in 3CL
were extremely impressed with Year 3’s determination to improve
their score and concentration when completing this test. We
have started a fractions unit in Maths and have started the half
term by understanding unit and non-unit fractions. We have been
using fraction walls and bar models to help us with improving our
understanding and explanations about which fractions are
greater or smaller. Next, we will learn how to compare and order
different fractions when the numerator is greater than one. In RE,
we have started a topic all about Judaism. Year 3 demonstrated
a kind and respectful attitude when learning about this different
religion and made lots of comparisons between Judaism and
Christianity. They enjoyed learning about Shabbat (the day of
rest) and read the 10 Commandments and the Jewish Creation
story to better understand how and why Jewish people celebrate
Shabbat each week.



Class updates
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Don’t forget to log
every read n Boom

Reader

Class 5AW
5AW have had an exciting and enriching time in our learning recently! In English, we have
thoroughly enjoyed exploring the life of Charles Dickens through a biographical text. This inspired
us to write our own biographical pieces about Roald Dahl, focusing on key aspects of his
fascinating life and career.
In Maths, we have been working hard on multiplying fractions. Using our previous knowledge, we
have also learned how to simplify fractions into their simplest form, developing our confidence
and fluency in this important area of mathematics. Our RE lessons have been particularly
engaging as we have been learning about the importance of the Torah in Judaism. We have
explored key aspects such as kosher laws and the significance of keeping the Sabbath, gaining
a deeper understanding of Jewish traditions and beliefs. In French, we have been learning how
to describe where we live, including the different types of rooms we have (or do not have) in our
homes. It has been great to see the children practicing their new vocabulary with enthusiasm!
A particular highlight of our learning has been our new class reader, Holes. The children have
been absolutely captivated by the story and are always eager to continue reading. It’s
wonderful to see their enthusiasm—please encourage them to log their reading at home to earn
raffle tickets!
Well done, 5AW, for all your hard work and enthusiasm. Keep up the fantastic learning!

Class 5MT 
February has been a fantastic month in class 5MT! We have thoroughly enjoyed exploring our
new darkly twisted fairytale, Hansel and Gretel. The children have already memorised the key
story plots, can discuss the contrasting themes, and are using various strategies to add rich detail
to their writing. In maths, our brilliant mathematicians have built upon their prior knowledge of
fractions and decimals and can now calculate thousandths as decimals—what an achievement!
One of the highlights this month has been our contemporary dance unit, where we have been
learning about Chance Technique. The children have loved expressing themselves through
movement, proving we have a class full of creative performers!
Our geography lessons have taken us on a journey through the Earth’s diverse biomes. The
children are now able to distinguish between them, recalling key facts with confidence. We are
all eagerly looking forward to our upcoming trip next week, which will further enhance our
learning.
The class has also shown great determination in impressing the adults at our school. Their
exemplary behaviour and hard work have earned them countless Headteacher Prizes—what
fantastic role models they are becoming!
Well done, 5MT, for an amazing month of learning and achievements!



Class updates
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Class 6LS
Our highlight this month has been our remote author visit
from Matt Goodfellow. Many of the class have loved
reading his book, The Final Year, since September. In fact,
there has been such a waiting list that we requested a
bigger set of books from the library. Many children
decided to bring them home to read over half term and
we are certainly looking forward to our Book Club this
term where we can discuss the book together. His next
book, The First Year, is due out in early April - so watch this
space for that!  
6LS have particularly enjoyed gymnastics with the
apparatus. Balancing has been a focus along with steady,
well considered movements on and off the structures. In
our Science topic, we have learnt about the refraction of
light and how we see things.  
We would also like to say a huge well done to every child
for their efforts towards SATs this term. Each individual has
shown dedication and determination which has, in turn,
led to increased confidence throughout. Well done 6LS!

Class 6LG 
 We have had a great month in 6LG! In English, we have

completed our 'Animalum' unit and are so proud of our final
pieces, which are carefully presented fact files about our
chosen animals. We have also been really enjoying our class
reader, 'Funky Chickens' by Benjamin Zephaniah, especially
the funny poems and protest poetry. In Maths, we have
worked hard to tackle algebra, which lots of us have enjoyed
far more than we expected to! We've now begun to apply our
number knowledge to decimals, which is really helping us to
progress in our SATs practise too. In Science, we built on our
'Light' learning from last term and have been exploring light
pollution and how different types of this can affect both
humans and animals negatively, and some of the things that
people have been doing to help make a difference. We are
so proud of all the children for how hard they are working and
the progress that they are seeing in their learning - keep it up
6LG!











Our school councillors had a very busy month organising fundraising for
St Luke's Hospice. The children thought of four challenges for the school
to take part in during Children’s Mental Health Week. They organised a
reading, creative, running and mindfulness challenge which the whole
school thoroughly enjoyed. School Council really wanted to encourage

their friends to think about good mental health, to de determined,
resilient and know how to to look after their wellbeing. We even had a

visit from Elmer to help support the reading challenge! We are so proud
of everyone for getting involved and supporting St Luke's Hospice. Our

school community raised an incredible £1025.21 which is very much
appreciated. Thank you so much.

School Council Update

Look out for our
Comic Relief

fundraising ideas
too! Coming soon.










