
May 2024 

Dear Parent/Carers,
Welcome to May’s newsletter. Next week we begin our final term of the
Year; it is hard to believe how fast this year is going and we are already
making preparations for the new children who will be joining us in
Reception from September. May has seen a host of educational  
visitors including a wonderful visit to Year 3 and 4 from a Clive Pig, a
renowned storyteller who brings History alive. We have also had lots of
virtual author visits this month which have introduced the children to
new and exciting books, all of which have been very inspiring. 
The month of May always brings with it Year 6 SATs- we cannot be
prouder of our children for the sheer determination that they
demonstrated throughout. Thank you for all of your support in getting
them to school, on time and well rested. 
It has been brilliant to welcome you into school again this month with
our ‘Read with Us’ sessions and our class assemblies. The feedback from
the children is that they have felt proud to showcase their learning so
thank you to all who have been able to make it so far. 
Our extra-curricular clubs have continued to be popular and we are
really proud to be able to offer such a range of clubs for our children to
develop a passion, skill and confidence in something new. Being able
to offer 21 free clubs across a week is no mean feat and not something
that many schools can offer so thank you for supporting your children
to regularly attend. 
The wraparound provision that we began in September is becoming
more popular (especially Breakfast Club) so thank you for supporting it.
Our aim is to make life a little bit easier for families who rely on
affordable childcare. Please remember to book in advance for
afterschool club unless it is an emergency. 
I hope that you have had a super half term (despite the weather) and
look forward to welcoming you all back on Tuesday 4th June.

Best wishes
Mrs Claire Jones

BE KIND, BE DETERMINED, BE PROUD 



Dates for your Diary
Monday 3rd June- INSET Day - school closed 

Monday 3rd June- Year 5/6 Residential to Nethercott Farm

Tuesday 4th June- First Day of Term 6 for children

Tuesday 4th June- Year 4 swimming begins every day for 3 weeks

Wednesday 5th June- Six Reception children to attend  Dodgeball event at Marine Academy

Primary

Thursday 6th June- change to menu to celebrate 80th Anniversary of D-Day

Thursday 6th June-8:45am-10:45am OnCourse South West to run ‘Cooking on a Budget’ course for

parents 

Thursday 6th June- Year 5 to take part in a Digital  Workshop

Friday 7th June- Ice cream Friday 

Tuesday 11th June- Whole school to watch Bike Stunt Show from SUSTRANS

Tuesday 11th June- Year 6 to take part in a travelling to school safely (preparing for secondary

school) session run by Plymouth City Council

Wednesday 12th June- Year 2 visit The Box- WW11 exhibition and workshop

Thursday 13th June- 8:45am-10:45am OnCourse South West to run ‘Cooking on a Budget’ course for

parents 

Thursday 13th June- Lipson Cooperative Academy to visit Year 6 children

Friday 14th June- Year 6 to visit Exeter Museum

Friday 14th June- 9:15am-9:45am Reception Father’s /Special Men Assembly

Friday 14th June- Ice cream Friday

Monday 17th June- Year 5 and 6 to take part in a live virtual event:Refugee Week with Michael

Rosen- On the Move

Monday 17th June- Children’s Progress Meetings- extra-curricular clubs

Tuesday 18th June- Children’s Progress Meetings- No extra-curricular clubs

Wednesday 19th June- Children’s Progress Meetings- No extra-curricular clubs

Thursday 20th June-Year 2, 3 and 4 to take part in a live virtual event: Refugee Week 2024 

Thursday 20th June- 8:45am-10:45am OnCourse South West to run ‘Cooking on a Budget’ course for

parents 

Thursday 20th June- Children’s Progress Meetings- No extra-curricular clubs

Friday 21st June 9:15-9:45- 1MM Class Assembly

Friday 21st June- Ice cream Friday

Wednesday 26th June- Year 5 visit to The Box- History workshops

Thursday 27th June- 8:45am-10:45am OnCourse South West to run ‘Cooking on a Budget’ course for

parents 

Thursday 27th June- RSC to visit Buckfast Butterfly Farm and Dartmoor Otter Sanctuary

Friday 28th June- Ice cream Friday



Class updates

5LG have had such a busy month- we can't quite believe

we fit so much in! We thoroughly enjoyed our visit to

the Welsh National Opera, and were amazed to hear the

full orchestra as well as some tenors and sopranos! Our

favourite moment was definitely hearing the Harry Potter

overture performed live on stage. In English, we loved

using a wide variety of language to create detailed

descriptions of waking up in an unknown place, and we

are now enjoying learning all about Charles Dickens. As

Historians, it has been fascinating to learn so much

about Plymouth's rich history this term - we were amazed

to find out how much Plymouth has changed over time! We

all worked incredibly hard to prepare our class

assembly, and are so proud of our singing, dancing and

performing to our parents and carers. We enjoyed the

fantastic opportunity to take part in Bikeability, with

everyone increasing in confidence and some even riding a

bike for the first time! In RE we have been thinking

about how Jesus inspires Christians to live their lives

in certain ways, and we have also explored what inspires

us to make good choices in our own lives. Finally, in

our Science learning we have been finding out all about

growing up and growing old - including exploring

gestation periods, growth rates and lifespan of

different mammals. 

Class 5CL have had a great month of learning and we have

had lots of exciting events going on too! Bikeability

was a huge success and we were so pleased with the

children’s confidence, balance and road awareness that

developed throughout the week. In Computing this month,

we have been learning to use selection to create quizzes

on Scratch. So far, we have revised what selection

means, used a branching structure to understand the role

of commands and outcomes and mapped out what our final

quiz will be about. We have enjoyed learning about North

American artists during Art this half term and we have

produced some excellent landscape collages and abstract

paintings that link to this theme. During P.E. lessons,

5CL have loved learning how to perfect their chip and

putt shot and challenged themselves with scoring a hole

in one. This week, we learnt how to perform a long

distance shot, applying our skills of chipping to

increase the height as well as the distance. Next, we

will focus on still ensuring our long distance shot is

accurate as well as powerful. Finally, we have recently

come to the end of a Shape unit in Maths and we have

been really pleased with their knowledge of the

properties of shapes. We have also been learning about

different types of angles and learnt how to calculate

missing angles on a straight line and around a point.

Next, we will be focusing on coordinates! Well done 5CL! 

Reception has had the most spectacular term, with so many wonderful learning

opportunities! They have enthusiastically embraced their learning centred around

their 'African Adventure' topic. The children have deepened their knowledge of

African animals, explored animal skin patterns, and refined their artistic skills by

making some fantastic artwork! As part of their learning, children tasted some of the

exotic fruits from the story 'Handa's Surprise'! After tasting each one, they

described how it tasted and felt in their mouths, using words like 'tasty',

'delicious','soft', and 'squishy'. They enjoyed tasting the fruits, although the

passionfruit definitely wasn't as popular as some of the others! The children are

demonstrating incredible determination and perseverance in Phonics! It has been

amazing to see the children's confidence in reading and writing develop since

September! During Maths, they have focused on patterns, as well as, number patterns.

They've been counting in twos and tens, as well as exploring odd and even numbers.

Well done, Class RSC - What superstars!



Class updates
We have had a really hard working term in 4JL. The children absolutely loved learning

about The Vikings and the special visit from Clive The Storyteller was a real

highlight. He did an amazing job of captivating our imagination and I am sure that this

has really helped add some core facts into the children's long term memory. We will be

sad to see the end of our Outdoor and Adventurous Activities in PE, which has been

thoroughly enjoyed by the children. This has truly enhanced their team work and

communication skills. Our Science experiments have been VERY noisy! The children have

been recording sounds of their choice and plotting the decibel levels onto a graph. It

has been lovely to get outdoors for these experiments with the weather being so

beautiful. In the classroom, the use of the coding programme 'Scratch' has been a real

hit. Our computing lessons are always popular with the children and their skills never

fail to amaze Mr Lethbridge and Mrs Dulling! We have continued to encourage the use of

Times Tables Rockstar's, as the children are making so much progress! We are very proud

of each and everyone of them for their efforts and  know that if they continue to

practise, they will all achieve their goals. Well done 4JL! Have a great half term! 

BE KIND, BE DETERMINED, BE PROUD 

4PN have loved the steel pans lessons we have received and have enjoyed playing

together and building our musical skills week on week. During our Art sessions, we

have used watercolours to create a painting of fruit in the style of Caravaggio.

Mixing up the colours to the correct consistency for the background and the detail

was tricky but we were very pleased with our final artwork.  Our computing unit has

been game evaluation and design using ‘Scratch’. The games that we created were

fantastic - lots of different types of animals popping up and disappearing on a

variety of backgrounds. The game was to click on the animals as quickly as you can

and each one made a different sound.  The children loved creating the coding and

debugging when it did not quite give the effect they were after. We have been

writing persuasive letters about litter and how to prevent animals getting hurt by

litter pollution. We were quite passionate about keeping our world clean and tidy!

We are certainly ready for half term and deserve a break from all our hard work this

half term!

Year 3 have enjoyed another busy month of learning. A highlight was the visit

from Clive Pig, who made our Ancient Greece learning come to life with his

storytelling! The children loved hearing about Greek mythology and we have

enjoyed continuing to read some more of these stories throughout the term. In our

PE lessons, we have been learning to play tennis. The children have built up to

playing doubles tennis matches and have enjoyed learning how to score points -

and lose points! In our Maths lessons, we have been focusing on learning to tell

the time and exploring seconds, minutes and hours in great detail. Our English

lessons have involved bringing animals to life through interviews. It has been

great fun to give animals a personality and to answer questions in a way that

shows their character through thoughtful vocabulary choices. This month we have

also enjoyed learning about children's rights in our PSHE lessons. We have learnt

about the United Nations and have also practised our skill of empathy when

thinking about different children's experiences throughout the world. We are all

looking forward to a busy final term of learning in Year 3!



Class updates
This month 2MT have dived into the world of make believe, they

have written their own stories about their very own mermaid

machine. In maths the children have been learning all about time,

they have learnt how to tell the time past and to the hour! During

art they have created Joan Miro inspired surrealist art, learning

how to blend and mix colours to make different shades. In our PE

unit this term we have been learning all about target games,

learning how to control and pass balls to teammates. Every Friday

morning the children also get the pleasure of an extra dance

session, focusing on a different topic each week, and getting to

make their own dance up at the end of the lesson, the children

have loved showing their creativity through movement. The children

have taken a step back in time to World War 2, learning all about

rationing and evacuees. 2MT have worked very hard this term, we

are all very proud.

Wow! Our Year 6 children are superstars! Every single

pupil has done themselves proud in the SATs this month.

We all enjoyed some special treats for breakfast

together - including sausage sandwich on the final day -

delicious! Our children arrived with smiles on their

faces and determined attitudes ready to show the world

what they have learnt. We couldn’t be any more proud of

them all. To celebrate, our trip to Jump provided much

needed relaxation time and the chance to race their

teachers around the soft-play and down the wibbly

slides! Mr Gotham also showed off his dance moves -

something we are sure that the children will not forget

quickly! 

Following SATs, the children continue to work hard on

their learning - starting with writing poems for a

poetry competition. Their poems are in the theme of

‘dreams’ and we have received a wide range of entries -

from the laugh-out-loud poems to the thought-provoking,

emotional poems and some taking us into the dark world

of nightmares. What a pleasure you all are to teach.

Year 1 have had an exciting and busy month! The

children have enjoyed balanceability - practising

riding a balance bike. In History, the children learnt

about the origins of the olympics, the changes over

time and about specific athletes which have had a

significant impact on the Olympics today. In Maths, we

have been learning to partition 2-digit numbers into

tens and one. In English, we had focussed on non-

fictions text and the key features. The children wrote

their own information text all about the life cycle of

an oak tree including a glossary to inform the reader

further. In science, the children classified animal

groups, focussing on vertebrates and invertebrates. In

computing, the children have been learning to login

into the chrome books independently, load a Google

Docs, insert pictures and wrote short captions. All

children have been working incredibly hard and know

they’ll be ready to smash Term 6! Well done Year 1!

BE KIND, BE DETERMINED, BE PROUD 



ON SALE EVERY FRIDAY IN THE KS1
PLAYGOUNDTHROUGHOUT TERM 6

3:20PM-4:30PM

ALL PROCEEDS WILL GO
TOWARDS THE PTA’S NEXT

FUNDRAISING PROJECT. 

ICE CREAM
FRIDAYS ARE

BACK!



School Council News 

BE KIND, BE DETERMINED, BE PROUD 

Please remember that if your

child is absent from school,

you must call the office to

report their absence. It is a

legal requirement that we

record a reason for all

absences.

Reminder

 We would like to say a very big thank you to all
the parents and residents who have taken the

time to fill in our questionnaire regarding parking
around our school; we really appreciate your

feedback. On Friday 24th May, Mrs Hughes and
our School Council met with Cllr Pauline Murphy,
Cllr Paul McNamara and Cllr Neil Hendy to show

them a video presentation that they made to
highlight the road safety issues and to share your
feedback. We  also discussed  possible ways the
busy roads and parking could be addressed. We
really hope that our voices have been heard so

look forward to hearing from them soon.

Please remember to pre- book andpay for after school wraparoundcare in advance. We can takebookings on the day but cannotguarantee any bookings after
2:30pm .

Due to our Year 6  residential trip to
Nethercott Farm, we will have limited extra-
curricular activities the first week of term.

The following Clubs will not be running:
Tuesday 4th June : Lego

Wednesday 5th June: Ukulele 
Thursday 6th June: Sewing

Friday 7th June : Arts and Crafts and Coding

All other extra- curricular clubs will be
running as usual.



School Uniform
The below information sets out the expectations for school uniform:

Pinafores, trousers, shorts and skirts need to be dark grey please rather than black or light
grey
Laira Green Primary School jumper or cardigan with our logo (no plain jumpers/cardigans
please)
White Polo Shirts (non logo)
In the summer, dark green checked dresses or skirts rather than light green
Plain black school shoes (not including boots) or plain black trainers 
Bracelets and necklaces are not to be worn and earrings must be studs rather than hoops
Children can wear hair accessories, such as bows and hairbands, however please ensure
that they are school colours only
Grey or green tights and/or white or  grey socks 

The below information sets out the expectations for P.E. Kit: 

The Laira Green bottle green P.E. top with black shorts/leggings/tracksuit bottoms (children
wearing the old P.E. kit of white t-shirts or shorts are still permitted to wear them until they
grow out of them).
On the days that your child has P.E., they should wear their P.E. kit with their school jumper or
cardigan to school for the day.

School sweatshirts and cardigans, can be purchased by visiting The Schoolwear Shop (105
Mayflower Street, Plymouth, PL1 1SD) as well as Laira Green Primary Sun Hats (optional). Second

hand uniform is available for free, from the Uniform Store Plymouth. 

Book Bags and water bottles can be purchased from the school office

https://plymouthschoolwear.co.uk/product-category/school/school-marine-academy-primary/
https://uniformstoreplymouth.co.uk/


The Wrong Shoes
 by Tom Percival

For Will, things just keep going wrong. Bullied for having cheap shoes,
misunderstood by his teachers, and struggling to come to terms with the bleak
and hungry life he leads after his dad lost his job, life seems to be pushing him

down a path of self-destruction.
The love of his family, the persistence of his friends, and a freak encounter with

nature keep filling him with just enough hope to keep doing the next right thing.
Will is living on the poverty line, and this will be a sensitive issue for some

children. Life for Will is hard, but he learns that he is still powerful, and in a
position to make choices about his future and the path he wants to take.

The Wrong Shoes is a story that will increase empathy in children whose lives are
easier than Will’s, and empower those who relate to him. Suitable for Upper KS2

and beyond.

Someone Just Like You 
by Helen Docherty & David Roberts

A deeply moving, vitally important picture book encouraging empathy and
kindness.

Somewhere in this world, there is someone just like you,
who finds the same things funny and who laughs the way you do.

Have you ever stopped to think that there might be someone out there who is
just like you? And if they needed you, would you help them?

Helen Docherty’s lyrical rhyming text is perfectly matched by David Roberts’
stunning, thoughtful illustrations, as the two combine to make a picture book

that is as necessary as it is beautiful.

Please remember to log
all reading on Boom

Reader. This helps us to
know what your child is

reading and when they
are ready to quiz orchange books.

Croaky: Search for the Sasquatch
Matty Long

Croaky Hopper isn’t like other little frogs. His head is filled with thoughts of
wild adventures. He dreams of hopping across crocodile-infested waters, or
being chased by a giant boulder, just like the famous TV explorer Tennessee

Toad. But where can an energetic amphibian like Croaky find real-life
adventure? When his Aunt Lilly signs him up for the Woggle Scouts, he

expects to spend his time crafting with pinecones and selling cookies, but
he soon discovers there’s much more in store, as scout leader, Winston the

Puffin, takes the scouts on a dangerous expedition to search for a
sasquatch.





If you use our
Wraparound care,

you could be
eligible for support

with the cost.  

If you need any help
in understanding
your options, call

into the office and
we will be happy to

help.  








