
November 2024 

Dear Parents/Carers,

November has been another wonderful month of learning in school, as

well as lots of trips and visitors to provide extra opportunities and

experiences for our children. I feel incredibly proud of our children

when they return from a trip as without fail, we receive feedback from

members of the public praising them for their manners and good

behaviour. This month sees the countdown to Christmas- please check

the ‘dates for your diary’ section of this newsletter as a reminder of the

dates of our Christmas performances. This year, each Key Stage will

perform their concert in our school hall (there may even be a festive

treat for you). As the children are performing in their Key Stage (as

opposed to the whole school), we will have room for other family

members to attend so feel free to bring them along. We also have

some fundraising events from our wonderful PTA (including our brilliant

Christmas raffle, Christmas Stocking sale and Santa grotto). We will

send out more details about each of the events happening over the

month but if you have any questions, please feel free to ask at the

school office.

Thank you to everybody who completed our parent/carer survey- we

really value your comments and have already been able to act upon

some of your responses.

The term ends on Friday 20th December- we have a full week of

learning planned right up until the last day so please ensure that

children attend school as normal. We return to school on Tuesday 7th

January 2025. Have a wonderful Christmas holiday and thank you

once again, for all of your continued support.

Best wishes

Mrs Claire Jones

BE KIND, BE DETERMINED, BE PROUD 
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Dates for your Diary
Monday 2nd December

Christmas Raffle Tickets go on Sale
Year 6 to take part in a Dartmoor Conservation poetry workshop

Tuesday 3rd December
Muslim Faith Speaker to visit 5AW

Wednesday 4th December
4JL to take part in a Babcock STEM Workshop

Muslim Faith Speaker to visit 5MT
Thursday 5th December

Inclusion Coffee Morning for parents - attendance
Friday 6th December

Children’s Mufti Day to raise money for the Christmas Raffle
PTA Stocking Filler Sale

Performing Arts Club to perform at the Plymouth Christmas Market 
Wednesday 11th December

4JL to take part in a Babcock STEM Workshop
Year 1 and 2 to take part in Charlie Cook's Favourite BookWorkshops (Little Angel Theatre

Company)
Thursday 12th December

Whole School to watch Dick Whittington Pantomime (Outside the Box Productions)
Friday 13th December

Reception Nativity Play- 9:15-10:15am
Children visit Santa’s Grotto

Monday 16th December
Reception Read With Us Session for family members

Librarian from Efford Library to read stories to Reception
Key Stage 1 (Year 1 and 2) Christmas Concert 2:15-3:15pm

Tuesday 17th December
Year 1 and Year 2 Read With Us Session for family members

Lower Key Stage 2 (Year 3 and 4) Christmas Concert 2:15-3:15pm
Wednesday 18th December

Year 3 and Year 4 Read With Us Session for family members
4JL to take part in a Babcock STEM Workshop

Upper Key Stage 2 (Year 5 and 6) Christmas Concert 2:15-3:15pm
Thursday 19th December

Year 5 Read With Us Session for family members
Christmas Lunch Day

Friday 20th December
Year 6 Read With Us Session for family members

Treat Friday
Last Day of Term 2

Tuesday 7th January
First Day of Term 3



Class updates
Class RSC
The Reception children have demonstrated a fantastic
attitude toward their learning this term. They have all fully
engaged in the topic “Underwater Explorers!” and have
discovered some incredible facts about sea creatures
while thoughtfully considering the equipment divers use.
In Phonics, the children have shown great determination
with both their reading and writing. We were extremely
proud of their efforts when we hosted several visitors to
showcase our incredible Phonics learning.
In Maths, the children have been exploring comparison,
learning how to understand the value of different
numbers. What amazing mathematicians they are! During
PE, the children have been practising key skills such as
jumping and changing direction. Please keep reading at
home and recording this onto the Boom Reader App! Well
done, Reception!

Class 1MM

What a busy and exciting month Year 1 have had! In
Geography, our focus has been on Marvellous
Mapping. We have practised using geographical
vocabulary to describe our route to school, drawing
simple maps that include symbols to show important
places we may see on the way. We have had lots of fun
in Music, using the percussion instruments to find the
pulse. We have discussed our five senses and how these
are important to musicians. In Science, we have been
learning about the different materials all around us.
They have enjoyed exploring the learning environment,
hunting for these materials. In DT, we sampled different
dips from around the world and evaluated these
showing whether we liked them or not, what they
looked and tasted like. In English, the children had lots
of fun and giggles, writing silly rhyming sentences. They
wrote these independently, remembering all of the
things needed to write in perfect sentences. In Maths,
we've focused on securing our understanding of
addition and subtraction within ten, using part-part
whole models to write fact families. Marvellous
Mathematics Year 1! Year 1 have been extremely busy
learning Christmas carols for our Christmas
performance, we can't wait for you all to see it!



Class updates
Class 2RB
We have enjoyed another fantastic month of learning. In
our English lessons, we had great fun creating a story
about an object getting stuck. The children loved using
adverbs to make their story sound more and more
ridiculous! In our Science lessons, we have been learning
about different materials and their uses. 2RB have also
enjoyed talking about respect as part of celebrating anti-
bullying week. In our Music lessons, we have been learning
some different traditional British folk songs and the
children have learnt to add texture using a drone. Another
highlight for everyone was our fantastic visit to Efford
Library. We are looking forward to reading all of the lovely
books we have borrowed!

Class 3CL
We are so proud of Year 3 for the last month of learning.
3CL seem to be really settled in their class and year group
and are producing some excellent work! In particular, we
have enjoyed reading a few different stories from the
Grimms’ Fairy Tales and using these to write our own
alternative ending of Tom Thumb. We have made lots of
progress with using a range of verbs, adverbs and
punctuation for speech. In Maths, we have started our
Multiplication and Division unit and have recently started
to learn the 3 and 4 times table. Next week, we will be
learning the 8 times table so please get ready to test us all
at home! Miss Lindup has been blown away by 3CL’s
excellent scientific knowledge in our Science lessons this
month. We have been learning about balanced diets
and also, different dietary choices. We have created
meal plans to help us to understand what people can
and can’t eat with different dietary needs. Year 3 have
thoroughly enjoyed DT this term, especially when they
were able to taste different Warburtons’ loaves and when
they practised different rolling techniques using salt
dough. Wish us luck for our bread baking in the next few
weeks! In Music this term, we have been learning to sing
and use body percussion to help us to keep in time with
the pulse. Next, we will learn how to write some of our
own music! Last but not least, we have had two successful
trips this half term, visiting the local library (don’t forget
you can sign up for free) and Tavistock and Horrabridge
for our Geography lesson. Year 3 represented our school
amazingly on both trips and we couldn’t be more proud!
Well done Year 3! 



Class updates
Class 5MT
In 5MT, Mr Roe has been really impressed with
our resilience in our Maths lessons over the past
few weeks. We have been working on adding,
subtracting and converting fractions by
changing their dominator. Meanwhile, in
English we are about to create a first person
description based around a book called
‘Kensuke Kingdom’. In Geography, 5MT has
been learning about informal settlements
around the world and what draws millions of
people from the countryside to an urban
setting. Our DT lessons have created a spin as
we design and manufactured marble runs
using saws and other tools to accurately
measure and cut. We have learnt to make
bridges and turns for the marbles to cross out
of card and cardboard. In music we have
studied traditional African music techniques as
well as learning to sing and play ‘Shosholoza’
the unofficial second anthem of South Africa. It
was incredibly catchy and fun to be a part of
the group when singing it.

Class 4JL
We have been enjoying lots of variety in our curriculum so far this term, with our Babcock STEM
sessions on Wednesday mornings. The children have been learning how Science can play a
very important part in sports. We have also taken this further in our own PE sessions, in football
this term. The children have loved learning how to pass, dribble and shoot. We are excited to
take these skills into some matches very soon. Our Geography topic of Human Migration has
raised some interesting questions- our trip provided us with excellent opportunities to speak to
the public about their reasons for migrating to Plymouth. With the build up to Christmas in full
swing, we are busy learning our songs for the concert and we are excited to show you all! Keep
working hard 4JL.

Class 5AW
In 5AW we have been really enjoying our
English writing unit based around the
novel 'Kensuke's Kingdom', and have
been amazed by the adventures that
happened to Michael when he was only
11 years old! We have been describing
our own fictional adventures as we
practise and improve our writing! We
have worked hard in PE to improve our
fitness, focusing on areas such as
strength, agility, coordination and
stamina. We have been loving our class
reader book ‘Children of the Benin
Kingdom’, exploring different and
exciting vocabulary. In music, we have
used glockenspiels, percussion and our
voices to explore and perform African
music, as well as practising hard for our
Christmas Concert, which we can't wait
to share with you all!



Class updates
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Class 6LS
We have had a super month in Class 6LS. Our weekly
favourite has by far been our weekly visits from Cathy
and Shannon who are Youth Workers. We have been
learning about many things that impact us as we
grow older including peer pressure and how to deal
with it, our emotions and how to keep ourselves safe
when we are out with friends. If you haven't already
taken a look at Facebook, it's worth searching the
school page for '6LS' to see some more details about
what we have learnt. Our Design Technology lessons
are focussing on sewing and creating a case for a
mobile phone - again we have found the children to
be highly motivated and they are exploring some
creative designs! Next comes the actual sewing!
Another favourite this month is our English writing -
creating a scary and unsettling story. Rather
unsurprisingly, the children have excelled with their
ideas and enthusiasm! We can't wait to see the final
product.  

Class 6LG: 
6LG have had a super month of learning!
During whole class reading, we were so
excited to finish our first book, 'The Wolf
Wilder', and are now getting our teeth into
a brand new book called 'Street Child', set
in the heart of London during the Industrial
Revolution. We really enjoyed our visit to the
Brunel Bridge, where we were excellent
ambassadors for the school, asking lots of
questions and getting 'hands on' with
engineering! In maths, we have been
working hard to calculate with fractions,
including multiplying and dividing fractions
by integers, and finding fractions of
amounts. Our Science lessons have helped
us to learn more about series circuits, and
how variation within the components can
affect the brightness of bulbs - so you can
ask us for help with the Christmas lights this
year! 













School Council Update
Our school councillors have had such a busy month and have
been amazing ambassadors for Laira Green Primary School.

The children were proud to support the Royal British Legion by
selling merchandise and ensured the whole school were part
of the Poppy Project set up by Councillor Pauline Murphy. Felt

poppies from every child in the school were displayed at
Plymouth Council House for Remembrance Sunday. Our school
councillors also represented Laira Green at the Efford Service

of Remembrance. During the service, the children were proud
to lay their poppy wreath and read their poem entitled 'A wish

for peace'. They were amazed to learn about the Plymouth
Blitz war memorial and were given the opportunity to lay

crosses to remember all the civilians of Plymouth who died.

"It was good to learn about Plymouth's history." Taman
"I liked having time to remember." Zuzia

"Our poppy wreath was beautiful." Bethany

Our School Council thought of some amazing
fundraising ideas to support Children in Need. The
Pudsey colouring competition was very popular
and our school councillors had the task of voting
for the winners! During our BBC Children in Need
assembly, we had a very special visitor. Pudsey
Bear arrived to help Mr Lethbridge get ready for
our sponsored boot camp and he then spent the
rest of the day taking part in story sessions with
each class. We are very proud to announce that
our community raised a fantastic £1504 for BBC
Children in Need! Thank you so much to everyone
for such fabulous support.

As part of UK Parliament Week, the children
in Key Stage 2 were lucky enough to
welcome Tom from the UK Parliament
outreach team. Tom explained how the
Houses of Parliament work and about the
roles and responsibilities of MPs and
members of the House of Lords. The children
found out about how their voice can be
heard and asked Tom some fantastic
questions about Parliament. What a great
way to discuss democracy!






