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Dear Parent/Carers,

Welcome to the first newsletter of the academic year. The children

have settled in beautifully, particularly our new Reception children so I’d

like to extend a  special warm welcome to them and their families. It

has been great to begin our extra-curricular clubs once again; we are

so proud to be able to offer  a wide range of them for free.  To know

that there are so many children accessing them with almost all children

taking part in one or more clubs is incredible. We are also looking

forward to educational visits happening this term, with Year 3 attending

the National Marine Aquarium and Year 2 attending Morewellham

Quay.

We are looking forward to welcoming you later this month to  our

Children’s Progress Meetings but we are always be happy to answer

any questions that you may have. If you need to contact your child’s

class teacher please do so by emailing the office

laira.green.primary.school@plymouth.gov.uk and marking it for the

attention of the teacher. Please remember that we are unable to pick

up or respond to messages sent through Class Dojo. If you need to

contact Mrs Trembath, our Inclusion Leader, you can email her directly

via inclusion@lairagreen.plymouth.school.uk  

Please can I remind you that our school doors open at 8:30am for an

8:55am start. No children should be left unsupervised on the playground

at all in the mornings for everyone’s safety. There are adults on the

doors welcoming children into school but we are unable to be out on

the playground as well- thank you for your cooperation in this. 

Best wishes
Mrs Claire Jones

BE KIND, BE DETERMINED, BE PROUD 

mailto:laira.green.primary.school@plymouth.gov.uk


T

Dates for your Diary
Thursday 3rd October 

3CL visit The National Marine Aquarium to take part in  Sea In Our School project

Tuesday 8th October
Bags2School collection

Tuesday 15th October 2:15-3:00pm
Parents invited RSC Teddy Bears’ Picnic 

Wednesday 16th October
Sustrans to deliver Road Safety Session with Year 2

Friday 18th October 
Year 2 Trip to Morwellham Quay

Monday 21st- Friday 25th October
PTA Wonka Week- chocolate bars on sale to win a golden ticket!

Monday 21st-Wednesday 23rd October 
Children’s Progress Meetings 3:30-6:00pm 

(no extra-curricular clubs this week)

Monday 21st October 8:30-9:00am
RSC  Read with Us session

Tuesday 22nd October 8:30-9:00am
 1MM and 2RB Read with Us session

Wednesday 23rd October 8:30-9:00am
 3CL and 4JL Read with Us session

Thursday 24th October 8:30-9:00am
5AW and 5MT Read with Us session

Friday 25th October 8:30-9:00am
6LS and 6LG Read with Us session

Friday 25th October
Treat Friday

Friday 25th October
Last Day of Term 1



IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
If you claim any of the benefits listed below

 Your child will be able to receive Government funded:

 Free school meals in Years 3-6, 
Free holiday club from Reception upwards 

 Free supermarket food vouchers during school holidays from Reception
upwards

Access to 11+ KS2 tutoring 

Income Support
income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance

income-related Employment and Support Allowance
support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

the guaranteed element of Pension Credit
Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit

and have an annual gross income of no more than £16,190)
Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for

Working Tax Credit
Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household

income must be less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including any
benefits you get).

APPLY HERE or call the office for more information

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals/plymouth


Class updates
Class RSC
What a fabulous start to the school year for Class
RSC as they begin their journey at Laira Green
Primary School! The Reception team are extremely
proud of how well the children have settled into
school life! They have formed some wonderful
friendships and have done an excellent job
adjusting to new routines. As part of their
'Marvellous Me!' topic, they have really enjoyed
looking at their features and individual
characteristics, producing self-portraits, and
reflecting on the people who are special to them.
The children have demonstrated excellent
determination whilst taking part in daily, rigorous
whole-class phonics lessons. The children are so
excited to learn new phonemes during their Phonics
lessons and are now applying this to their reading
and writing. During Maths, the children have been
working on number recognition and representing
numbers in different ways. Class RSC have already
shown that they have a fantastic attitude to their
learning, and we are all extremely excited for the
year ahead! Well done, Reception!

Class 1MM
What a start to Year 1! The children have settled
wonderfully into their new learning environment. In
Phonics, the children have been recapping the phonemes
learnt in Reception and using the skills they have to read
their books with great fluency. In English, the children
have learnt, innovated and invented their own version of
the text, 'Knock! Knock! Open the Door'. In Maths, we
have focussed on place value, being able to recognise,
write and represent a given number. In Science, we have
been learning about different parts of the body and
associating those with our 5 senses. In Computing, the
children have been learning about different types of
technology. They have been practising logging onto a
chromebook and using the touchpad to move or select.
In History, the children have loved learning about
prehistoric animals and were able to draw and build
upon previous knowledge. Miss Marchant was very
impressed! Keep up the great work, Year 1!



Class updates

BE KIND, BE DETERMINED, BE PROUD 

Class 2RB
2RB have enjoyed a fantastic month of learning this
September! In Maths, we have been working hard to
learn the place value of tens and ones. In English, we
have loved using the text 'Mixed Up Fairy Tales' to enjoy
new versions of well-known stories. The children really
enjoyed writing the correct versions and then mixing
them up to create funny stories using a compound
sentence. A highlight for September has been our
History learning, where we have begun to explore the
Victorians. We have found it fascinating to learn about
what life was like for a Victorian child at school! We have
also enjoyed the many wonderful books in our class
library, as well as finding brand new books in our school
library too!

Class 3CL
We are thrilled to share how well Year 3 have settled into the new term! They are enjoying being in KS2 and have
loved playing on their new playground at break and lunchtimes. In class this half term, we have been learning
about the Stone Age in our History lessons. Year 3 have learnt about what life was like in the Stone Age and
considered the different tools that people of that time would have used. They have also enjoyed learning more
about this period of time by reading 'The Stone Age Boy' in our Whole Class Reading sessions. We have been
particularly impressed with their excellent prosody when reading aloud to the class. In Maths, 3CL have
confidently used their maths equipment to demonstrate a clear understanding of place value and they have
started to show off some excellent problem-solving skills too. In English, we have been reading Lord of the
Forest and we have used this book to write some truly fantastic stories this week, filled with alliterative verbs,
speech and a variety of different phrases. We have also been very impressed by 3CL not only learning some of
the bones in a human body, but also being able to identify the same bones in a variety of animals. Next, we will
be focusing on our joints and muscles and how they help us to move. Finally, in Art this half term, our focus is
'Bodies'. We have used a variety of different resources to draw different bodies, using a focus artist to inspire our
work! Year 3 have loved learning how to draw bodies and particularly enjoyed completing an observational
drawing of Miss Lindup! Well done, Year 3! Keep up the amazing work!



Class updates
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Class 4JL
We have had a fabulous start to the term in 4JL with all
of the children applying themselves to work really hard
each and every day. The children have just finished
writing their fantasy stories in English, taking inspiration
from the story 'Leon and The Place Between.' We
enjoyed using our imagination to go through a portal
door into an unknown world! The steel pans sessions
have begun and the children are starting to get to grips
with learning a new song! Hockey has been a huge hit
with the children and we have been learning all of the
skills needed to finally progress into some team games
over the next few weeks. Well done 4JL!

Class 5AW
So far this term, 5AW have had a great time
exploring our new curriculum. As scientists
we have been exploring different forces and
creating experiments to test the different
effects of resistance. In English we have
been inspired by "The Book of Hopes" and
plan and write our own short stories with
uplifting messages, and in maths we have
been exploring the place value of different
numbers all the way up to 1,000,000! As
Historians we have been using different
sources to investigate the Kingdom of Benin,
and have been fascinated by the daily lives
of the Edo people. 

Class 5MT
Class 5MT have had a very busy and
exciting start to the term. All the
children are working very hard on
their handwriting keeping the letters
evenly sized and correctly formed,
sitting on the line in all of our
beautiful new exercise books. In
English, we have read a book called
‘Book of Hope’ and are now creating
our own short stories with uplifting
messages. Our Art topic is has been
focused on observation drawing of
faces and masks. So far, we have
used pen, charcoal and drawing
pencils to make high detailed
portraits. In   Maths, we have been
exploring the place value of different
numbers all the way up to
1,000,000! We have also been using
various historical sources to
investigate the Kingdom of Benin,
and have been fascinated by the
lives and culture of the Edo people.
Our favourite lesson so far has been
learning netball in the last glimpse of
sun. We have been learning how to
avoid defenders and use various
passing techniques.



Class updates
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Class 6LS
In Maths, 6LS have been working with numbers
up to 10,000,000, sorting and ordering numbers
and understanding the value of each digit as well
as solving number problems. In RE, we have
looked at the Christian Creation story in Genesis
and what it might mean. Then we created some
beautiful pictures intertwined with quotes from
the text .
In PE, we have been learning the skills and rules
of volleyball. We can now 'set' and 'dig' with
success and are starting to work on maintaining
a rally.
We have also enjoyed our computing unit about
communicating and sharing
information. We have learnt about IP addresses
and data packets and have completed shared
projects online.

Class 6LG: 
What a great start to the term we have had in year 6! In English, we have been exploring a fascinating wordless
book called 'Flood', using personification, dialogue and new vocabulary to write our own versions of the
narrative. During our Art lessons we have been exploring the theme of the seaside, and expressing our creativity
through drawing, printing and collage. We have enjoyed learning more about our own rights and responsibilities
during our PSHE lessons, and comparing our own experiences to those of children in other countries. Our class
have been really enjoying our whole class novel, 'Wolf Wilder, and we were particularly excited to participate in
an online event with the author, Katherine Rundell! 



Please remember to log
all reading on Boom

Reader. This helps us to
know what your child is

reading and when they
are ready to quiz orchange books.

Despite being called ‘find your happy’, this book recognises that it is sometimes
hard to feel happy all of the time and that every day can be different. It gives

honest advice and easy ways to cheer yourself up that do not involve the more
common methods that can sometimes be suggested (for example playing on

electronics and playing games). A variety of emotions are mentioned in this book,
including anger, worry and shyness. Each emotion comes with small tips and

tricks that any individual child could easily use in real life to help make
themselves feel better and to also help them to embrace the emotion. In

particular, the page about feeling sad and the encouragement given to talk to
someone trusted is a particularly important one that could strike up many

conversations and support children’s emotional literacy.

Storm in a Jar is the story of a young boy called Arlo, who has a loving
relationship with his Nana. When his Nana passes away, Arlo chooses to

keep her special sweetie jar as a keepsake, taking it everywhere with him. The
jar keeps the memory of his Nana alive and provides him with comfort.
Slowly, however, Arlo’s sadness turns to confusion and anger and the

contents of the jar become dark and cloudy, like a storm. Before long, Arlo
releases his anger and the jar releases its storm. But, with the help of his

parents, Arlo begins to understand his feelings and that his Nana has gone
on to a safe and happy place.

The world was too bright for Leo.
And too loud.

“I must be living on the wrong planet,” Leo thought.
Leo struggles to make sense of the world. He doesn’t understand the other
children in his class, and they don’t seem to understand him. But then one

day, Leo meets Maya.
Maya is an octopus, and the more Leo learns about her, the more he thinks

that perhaps he isn’t alone in this world, after all.



Thank you to everyone
who has downloaded

the Cashpot for Schools
App- you have earned

us £124.45 and there is
still two months to go!

Our new Wildlife
Champions have been

appointed after a vigorous
selection process- there

were some excellent
applications so we are

excited to see what
amazing projects they

embark on.

We are delighted to present our newly elected Laira Green
Primary School Council 2024! Thank you to everyone who

completed a manifesto and to all the children for taking part
in the elections. Our new school councillors have already set
to work! The children have voted on the roles of chair, vice
chair and secretary and have started to outline fundraising
opportunities and events for this term. A super start School

Council, we are very proud of you.

Wildlife Champions

As we move in
to the

colder
 weather

, plea
se

remember to
 provi

de yo
ur

child 
with a c

oat fo
r brea

k

and lu
nchtim

es so 
that

they c
an sti

ll go o
ut to

play. 

BodyBody

Are you interested in
becoming a parent

Governor? We currently

have a vacancy- if you
would like more

information or would like

to pick up an application

form, please contact theoffice.












